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Public  Health  Staff  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health— A.  GEDEN  WILKINSON,  M.B., 
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Senior  Sanitary  Inspector — H.  C.  LISTER,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Cer- 
tificate of  the  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.J.B., 
Certified  Meat  and  Food  Inspector. 

Second  Sanitary  Inspector — F.  G.  BRITCHER,  M.S.I.A.,  Certificate  of 

the  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.J.B.,  Certified 
Meat  and  Food  Inspector. 

Third  Sanitary  Inspector — W.  M.  WALKER,  A.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Cer- 
tificate of  the  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.J.B. 
(Left  the  service  of  the  Council  on 
30th  June,  1947). 

R.  I.  SHEPHERD,  A.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A., 
Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.  and 
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the  Council  on  18th  August,  1947) . 

Rodent  Officer — A.  E.  SILVER. 

Clerk — Miss  D.  Wingfield. 

SECTION  A 

Causes  of  Death  Males  Females 


All  causes 

132 

137 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  

6 

1 

7. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

9. 

Influenza 

— 

2 

10. 

Measles  

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio-enceph. 

— 

1 

12. 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis 

1 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  and  cesoph.  (M)  

4 

— 

uterus  (F) 

— 

2 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

3 

3 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

8 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

20 

15 

17. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

18. 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  

8 

22 

19. 

Heart  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ... 

43 

44 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

10 

1 

21. 

Bronchitis 

5 

6 

3 


Causes  of  Death  Males  Females 


22. 

Pneumonia  

3 

5 

23. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

1 

1 

24. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

2 

4 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years  ... 

1 

1 

26. 

Appendicitis 

1 



27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

4 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  

3 

2 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post-abort.  Sepsis  

. . . 

— 

30. 

Other  Maternal  causes 



31. 

Premature  Birth  

i 

1 

32. 

Congenital  Malformation 

2 

4 

33. 

Suicide  ...  ... 

6 

1 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

- 

2 

35. 

Other  violent  causes  ... 

4 

3 

36. 

All  other  causes 

4 

7 

SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  and  Chemical  examinations  of  water  are  carried  out 
by  the  Clinical  Research  Association  Ltd.,  Hilton’s  Annexe,  Haywards 
Heath. 

The  practice  of  sending  milk  and  ice-cream  samples  to  the  Bacterio- 
logical Department  attached  to  the  Guildford  Hospital  was  continued 
until  the  end  of  June.  After  this  date  samples  were  forwarded  to  the 
National  Institute  for  Research  in  Dairying  at  Shinfield,  near  Reading. 

The  Camberwell  Research  Laboratories  deal  with  the  examination  of 
swabs  and  other  clinical  material. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Council  own  three  ambulances  as  follows  : — 

(i)  A 1944 — 25  H.P. — 2 ton  Austin.  This  vehicle  is  in  excellent 
condition.  The  heating  system  is  of  the  Novax  Box  type  and  this  system 
has  proved  satisfactory.  The  ventilation  is  good.  The  springing  of  the 
vehicle  has  not  been  all  that  could  be  desired,  but  adaptations  carried 
out  have  considerably  improved  this,  and  although  the  vehicle  is  still  a 
little  rigid  it  is  now  very  serviceable. 

(ii)  A 1934 — 25  H.P. — Humber.  This  is  the  vehicle  which  was 
presented  to  the  Council  by  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  converted 
to  meet  civilian  requirements.  The  vehicle  is  in  fair  condition.  The 
ventilation  is  not  good,  and  the  metal  roof  is  liable  to  cause  extremes  in 
temperature.  There  is  no  internal  heating  system.  Spares  are  difficult 
to  obtain.  The  4-foot  back  overhang  still  gives  rise  to  trouble. 
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(iii)  A 1935 — 18  H.P. — Austin.  This  is  the  vehicle  the  Council 
obtained  in  1935,  and  it  has  never  been  entirely  satisfactory  owing  to 
the  chassis  being  designed  for  a saloon  car  body.  This  is  now  unsuitable 
for  use  and  is  only  used  for  sitting  cases  when  real  need  or  emergency 
arises. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  calls  have  increased  and  that 
the  mileage  proportionate  to  the  number  of  calls  is  higher.  This  cannot 
be  avoided  with  the  present  shortage  of  hospital  accommodation.  Patients 
have  frequently  to  be  taken  from  one  hospital  to  another.  Provision  of 
staff  is  clearly  called  for,  but  this  matter  will  receive  the  County  Council’s 
attention  on  taking  over  the  Service  from  this  Council.  The  present  staff 
comprises  a Superintendent  Driver,  two  Drivers  and  a Telephonist  who 
also  undertakes  general  duties  as  and  when  required. 

These  employees  are  all  very  reliable,  and  there  have  been  no 
complaints  as  to  the  operation  of  the  Service. 

Journeys  made  by  the  Ambulance  Service  during  the  year  involved 
19,328  miles  and  may  be  classified  as  follows: — 

General  Calls  ...  672 
Maternity  . . . 165 

Accidents  ...  47 

Road  Accidents  26 

Poisons  ...  2 

Severe  Burns  ...  2 

Mental 2 


Total  916 


Medical  Transport  Service. 

This  service  is  administered  through  my  Department  and  I have 
again  to  report  on  the  very  excellent  service  given  by  the  three  volunteers 
who  are  willing  to  use  their  own  cars  and  devote  their  own  time  in  the 
transfer  of  the  less  serious  cases  to  hospital.  The  present  Civil  Am- 
bulance establishment  would  not  be  able  to  maintain  its  present  high 
standard  of  efficiency  without  the  help  of  these  volunteers  who  relieve  it 
of  much  work. 

Unfortunately  two  of  these  privately  owned  vehicles  had  serious 
breakdowns  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  Spares  were  required  and 
these  were  not  obtainable.  The  cars  are  still  off  the  road  at  the  time  of 
writing  this  report. 

The  total  mileage  covered  by  the  three  cars  was  4,778  as  against 
4,430  carried  out  by  four  cars  in  1946.  The  total  number  of  journeys 
was  203  as  against  235,  but  in  addition  the  Ambulance  Service  had  to 
take  over  95  journeys  on  their  behalf  involving  a further  mileage  of  1,405. 
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Infectious  Cases. 

The  Ottershaw  Joint  Hospital  Board  are  responsible  for  the  service 
and  use  their  own  Ambulance. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  District  Nursing  Associations  provide  six  fully  trained  and  very 
efficient  Nurses  who  spend  all  their  time  visiting  patients  in  the  district. 

Midwives. 

These  six  Nurses  are  part-time  Midwives  under  the  Midwives  Act, 
1936,  and  work  under  the  regulations  of  the  County  Council. 

Scabies  Treatment  Centre. 

This  service  continues  to  be  administered  through  my  department. 
The  Council  employed  two  Nurses  for  the  treatment  of  women  and 
children,  and  each  of  these  was  employed  on  a half-time  basis.  In  May 
it  was  felt  that  the  services  of  one  of  these  Nurses  might  be  dispensed 
with  without  seriously  affecting  the  working  of  the  Scheme. 

An  ex-A.R.P.  First  Aid  man  was  employed  in  a part-time  capacity 
to  treat  the  adult  males.  These  treatments  were  carried  out  during  even- 
ings by  appointment,  and  this  arrangement  has  not  proved  too  satisfac- 
tory. In  September  the  Council  appointed  a man  attached  to  the  Public 
Health  Department  for  general  work,  and  after  suitable  training  he 
undertook  this  work.  This  arrangement  has  worked  most  satisfactorily. 

During  the  year  45  adults  and  71  children  passed  through  the  Centre. 
This  shows  a total  decline  of  38  over  the  previous  year.  It  is  often 
difficult  to  persuade  adults  to  attend  at  the  Centre,  and  this  may  partly 
account  for  the  difference. 

Clinics  and  other  Treatment  Centres. 

These  are  administered  by  the  Surrey  County  Council  and  deal  with 
Ante-Natal  Care,  Child  Welfare,  School  Children,  Dental  Treatment  and 
Tuberculosis. 


SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply. 

The  South  West  Suburban  Water  Company  supplies  the  greater  part 
of  the  area,  and  this  supply  has  proved  satisfactory  during  the  year,  both 
in  quality  and  quantity.  The  severe  flooding  in  the  early  year  did  not 
affect  the  main  supply  in  any  way.  A regular  check  has  been  maintained 
on  the  quality  of  the  supply  by  means  of  a Joint  Scheme  with  all  the 
Local  Authorities  served  by  this  Company.  Under  this  Scheme  fort- 
nightly samples  of  water  are  taken  from  the  districts  concerned  in  rota- 
tion, and  the  results  of  these  samples  are  notified  to  each  Local  Authority. 
The  results  have  proved  satisfactory. 
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The  samples  of  water  are  taken  as  the  water  goes  into  supply  and 
none  have  been  taken  of  the  raw  water.  Twenty-six  samples  were  taken 
during  the  year,  and  both  chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  were 
made  on  each  sample.  All  the  reports  showed  the  water  to  be  safe  for 
drinking  purposes. 

Of  the  6,065  dwelling  houses  in  the  area  it  is  estimated  that  5,559 
are  on  the  main  water  supply.  185  premises  have  been  connected  to 
the  Company’s  main  during  the  year,  three  as  a result  of  notices  served 
on  owners  by  the  authority.  This  figure  must  be  considered  as  very 
satisfactory  in  view  of  the  galvanised  iron  barrel  shortage. 

I have  been  concerned  about  the  well  water  supply  serving  the  rural 
communities  in  the  Hurst  Lane,  Penton  Hook,  Green  Lane  and  Ten  Acre 
Lane  areas.  The  Council  have  agreed  to  Schemes  for  the  installation  of 
a main  water  supply  to  all  these  areas,  and  I am  glad  to  be  able  to 
report  that  the  long  delay  between  the  placing  of  the  order  and  the 
execution  of  the  work  at  first  anticipated  has  not  arisen. 

I beg  to  report  as  follows: — 

(a)  Hurst  Lane. 

The  whole  area  containing  some  35  residences  has  relied  on  a well- 
water  supply  since  development.  In  view  of  the  proximity  of  cesspools, 
pail  closet  dumps,  and  sink  soakaways,  the  supply  has  always  been 
regarded  as  a potentially  dangerous  one.  As  far  back  as  1942  the  Coun- 
cil decided  that  the  extension  of  the  main  supply  to  this  community  was 
an  essential  public  health  measure.  Negotiations  were  taken  up  with 
the  South  West  Suburban  Water  Company,  and  an  agreement  was 
reached.  In  view  of  the  material  and  man-power  problems  prevalent 
at  that  time  the  Ministry  of  Health  withheld  consent.  The  whole  question 
was  successfully  re-opened  during  the  early  part  of  the  year.  The  work 
of  laying  the  main  was  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

(b)  Penton  Hook. 

In  this  instance  the  properties  consist  of  some  41  bungalows  erected, 
in  the  first  place,  as  week-end  and  summer  residences.  As  a result  of 
the  war  and  the  subsequent  housing  shortage  these  premises  fell  into 
regular  use.  The  conditions  prevailing  here  are  quite  as  bad  as  those 
appertaining  in  Hurst  Lane  and,  as  in  the  former  case,  the  whole  area 
relies  on  a well-water  supply.  Here  again  no  main  drainage  facilities 
exist. 

The  Council  agreed  a Scheme  for  this  area  during  the  year.  The 
Scheme  involves  the  laying  of  a pipe  line  across  parcels  of  ground  in 
different  ownerships.  Negotiations  are  being  conducted  with  the  various 
owners  concerned  relative  to  the  necessary  easements  being  obtained. 

(c)  Green  Lane. 

The  area  concerned  is  at  the  Chertsey  Lane  end  of  Green  Lane,  and 
covers  the  most  densely  populated  part  of  the  lane.  Here  are  included 
some  twenty-five  properties  mainly  of  the  bungalow  type.  Prevailing 
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conditions  are  very  similar  to  the  two  areas  mentioned  previously. 

A Scheme  was  agreed,  and  the  work  of  laying  the  main  was  com- 
pleted by  the  end  of  the  year. 

(d)  Ten  Acre  Lane. 

The  question  of  a main  water  extension  to  serve  this  community  was 
considered  at  a later  date  during  the  year.  Once  again  the  area  relies 
on  a well-water  supply,  and  no  main  drainage  facilities  are  available. 

The  Council  agreed  to  a Scheme  in  September,  and  the  work  of 
laying  the  extension  was  in  progress  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

(e)  General. 

Although  the  fact  that  the  work  of  laying  the  main  water  extensions 
mentioned  above  has  advanced  so  speedily  must  give  rise  to  satisfaction 
a somewhat  invidious  position  has  arisen  as  a result.  The  galvanised 
iron  barrel  necessary  to  effect  connections  to  the  properties  concerned 
is  in  such  short  supply  as  to  be  unobtainable  on  a scale  now  required. 
Approach  has  been  made  through  the  local  licensing  officer  as  to  the 
possibility  of  any  priority  being  given,  but  it  is  understood  that  this  is 
out  of  the  question. 

The  obvious  alternative  is  to  lay  in  lead,  and  whilst  some  owners 
may  be  ready  to  avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity,  the  Council  (re- 
stricted as  they  still  are  by  the  pre-war  statutory  limitation  as  to  cost- 
twenty  pounds)  cannot  require  this  alternative  as  most  of  the  properties 
are  such  a distance  from  the  road  as  to  render  the  cost  in  lead  prohibitive. 

Effect  of  Flooding. 

The  severe  flooding  of  the  district  in  March  completely  inundated 
the  Green  Lane  and  Penton  Hook  areas  and  much  anxiety  was  felt  in 
some  quarters  as  to  the  effect  of  the  floods,  which  persisted  in  these 
areas  for  a fortnight,  on  the  well-water  supply.  The  ordinary  supply 
from  these  wells  at  its  best  can  be  little  better  than  raw  river  water,  and 
many  of  the  well  supplies  bore  evidence  of  contamination  from  cesspools. 
The  occupiers  were  already  aware  of  this  position  and  water  intended 
for  drinking  purposes  is  boiled.  However,  to  safeguard  the  position 
public  notices  were  posted  up  and  leaflets  posted  to  all  occupiers  setting 
out  the  precautions  to  be  observed.  Comparison  of  analyses  of  samples 
taken  with  previous  analyses  supported  the  view  that  the  flood  had 
little  effect  on  the  quality  of  the  supplies  involved. 

Flood  Relief. 

(a)  Emergency  Accommodation. 

Rest  Centres  were  opened  up  at  the  Literary  Institute  and  the 
Salvation  Army  Hall,  and  the  Clerk's  Department  was  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  these  Centres.  Here  those  who  were  unable  to  find 
other  accommodation  were  housed  pending  alternative  accommodation 
and  a system  was  arranged  whereby  meals  were  served  through  the 
British  Restaurant. 
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(b)  Sick  Bay. 

Much  work  was  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Department.  A 
Sick  Bay  was  immediately  opened  up  at  the  Old  Isolation  Hospital  with 
the  permission  of  the  Ottershaw  Joint  Hospital  Board.  The  sick,  aged 
or  infirm  were  transferred  from  the  Centres  into  more  comfortable  and 
congenial  surroundings.  These  facilities  were  greatly  appreciated. 

Miss  F.  M.  Willson,  ex-Matron  of  the  Old  Isolation  Hospital,  took 
charge,  and  she  did  a magnificent  job  of  work.  We  were  fortunate  in 
having  her  services. 

(c)  Inspections. 

A house-to-house  inspection  was  made  of  all  the  flooded  houses  in 
the  affected  area.  Notes  were  made  as  to  the  extent  of  the  damage  and 
the  depth  of  water  in  or  around  the  various  premises.  Altogether  it  is 
estimated  that  1,374  premises  were  affected  and  1,241  inspections  were 
made.  Some  extent  of  the  work  carried  out  may  be  gathered  from 
these  figures. 

(d)  Damaged  Clothing  and  Upholstery. 

One  of  the  chief  problems  confronting  the  department  was  the 
question  of  the  treatment  of  clothing  and  upholstery  caught  in  the  floods. 
These  were  sodden  and  filthy  to  a degree.  The  first  attempt  to  treat 
these  articles  took  place  in  the  boiler  room  and  laundry  of  the  Old 
Isolation  Hospital,  but  the  facilities  proved  totally  inadequate.  The 
Holloway  Sanitorium  authorities  kindly  made  their  premises  available, 
and  much  credit  is  due  to  the  staff  for  the  way  in  which  they  handled 
this  job.  Articles  of  clothing  were  not  only  dried  ,but  were  laundered 
also.  In  the  meantime  a Millbank  Hot-Air  Disinfestor  was  obtained 
through  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  second  and  third  Sanitary  In- 
spectors, who  had  had  overseas  experience  of  these  machines,  operated 
the  plant  during  the  period  9th— 18th  April.  This  plant  remains  in  the 
possession  of  the  Council  for  future  use  if  required. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE  SCHEME 
Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

These  have  continued  to  function  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year, 
despite  the  extremes  which  have  been  experienced  in  weather  conditions. 
There  has  not  been  any  recorded  complaint  in  regard  to  odours  or  other- 
wise, and  the  system  employed  has  proved  itself  to  be  continuously 
efficacious. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  drainage  and  sewerage  system  has  carried  out  its  job  during 
the  year  without  trouble,  despite  the  fact  that  the  period  included  both 
the  highest  and  the  lowest  recorded  flows  since  the  system  was  completed. 
The  highest  flow  was  during  the  floods  of  March,  1947,  when  it  reached 
figures  difficult  to  measure  by  the  instruments  available,  but  believed  to 
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be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  5,000,000  gallons  per  day.  The  lowest  re- 
corded flow  was  on  the  15-16th  October,  1947,  when,  after  an  abnormally 
dry  period  it  dropped  to  511,000  gallons  per  day.  The  normal  dry 
weather  flow  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of  650,000  gallons  per  diem. 

Disposal  of  Cesspool  Contents. 

The  disposal  of  cesspool  contents  continued  to  take  place  at  the 
Disposal  Works  throughout  the  year  and  there  were  no  complaints. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  cases  of  pollution  have  been  noted  during  the  year. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

A number  of  pail  and  earth  closets  still  exist  in  the  rural  parts  of 
the  district,  and  the  majority  of  these  are  found  in  the  Thorpe  Ward. 
Most  properties  in  the  unsewered  portions  of  the  district  are,  however, 
on  water  carriage  systems  connecting  to  cesspools. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  Refuse  Collection  service,  with  the  return  of  some  of  the  regular 
employees  from  the  Forces,  has  been  improved  and  the  collection  stepped 
up  in  some  areas  from  a 14  days  to  a 10  days  interval.  Two  new 
vehicles  have  been  delivered  during  the  year  and  this  has  helped  to  ease 
some  of  the  difficulties  which  had  arisen  due  to  the  age  and  dilapidation 
of  one  or  two  of  the  lorries. 

Approx.  No.  of  bins,  etc. 

Approx,  quantity  of  refuse  (excluding  trade 
refuse)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Particulars  of  salvage  material  collected  ... 


No.  of  lorries  ... 

Employees 

No.  of  Collectors  (excluding  drivers) 

No.  of  men  at  Pit  (including  Foreman) 

Collection  of  Pigswill. 

The  practice  of  tipping  the  contents  of  the  pigswill  bins  direct  into 
lorries  should  cease  as  soon  as  attendant  labour  and  material  difficulties 
ease.  This  practice  is  a nuisance  from  a public  health  point  of  view 
and  renders  adequate  fly  control  most  difficult. 

A duplicate  set  of  bins  should  be  provided.  A clean  bin  already 
sprayed  with  D.D.T.  should  be  left  at  the  time  of  collection  and  the 
full  one  removed.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  put  this  into  practice 
during  the  coming  year. 

During  the  past  year  an  employee  from  the  Public  Health  depart- 
ment travelled  with  the  lorry  at  the  time  of  collection  and  sprayed  after 
emptying.  This  was  not  satisfactory. 


7,000  weekly. 

200  tons. 

Paper,  Rags,  Bottles, 
Bones,  Scrap  Iron  and 
Kitchen  Waste. 

4. 

15. 

6. 


10 


SANITARY  INSPECTION 

The  following  inspections  were  made  during  the  year: — 


Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Drainage  

268 

General 

2550 

Housing  

554 

Infestations 

59 

Moveable  Dwellings  

90 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

73 

Smoke  Abatement 

1 

Watercourses  and  Streams  ... 

16 

Water  Samples 

25 

Water  Supply  ... 

47 

Council  House  Enumerations  ... 

3683 

50 

Christmas  Slaughtering  ... 

6 

Factories  Act,  1937 

15 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

Food  Inspections  

172 

Food  Premises  ... 

3 

Ice  Cream 

52 

Ice  Cream  Samples,  etc. 

103 

Housing  Act,  1936  

330 

376 

Infectious  Disease 

107 

Meat  Inspection  ... 

28 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926  ... 

33 

Milk  Samples,  etc. 

43 

Miscellaneous  

172 

Petroleum  Acts  ... 

4 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act, 

1919 

5422 

Requisitioned  Property 

. . . 

41 

Total 

10310 

Action  taken  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

46  Informal  Notices  were  served  and  35  were  complied  with  during 
the  year. 

4 Statutory  Notices  were  served  and  3 complied  with  during  the 
year. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919 
Rodent  Control. 

Work  continued  throughout  the  year  under  the  Private  Dwellings 
Scheme.  It  was  necessary  to  apply  to  the  Ministry  for  two  periods  of 
extension  in  order  to  complete  the  Scheme.  These  applications  were 
necessitated  by  the  exceptional  weather  conditions  prevailing  during  the 
earlier  part  of  1947  (snow  and  flood) — these  conditions  greatly  impeded 


11 


the  rate  of  progress.  Attendant  labour  difficulties  also  contributed  to 
the  general  slowing  down  of  the  work  carried  out,  and  great  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  securing  the  right  type  of  operator. 

During  the  operation  of  the  Private  Dwellings  Scheme,  the  Council’s 
sewers  were  tested  on  two  occasions  and  on  each  occasion  negative  results 
were  obtained.  It  is  a condition  of  the  Scheme  that  systematic  testing 
and  treatment  of  a local  authority’s  sewers>  be  carried  out  in  accordance 
with  the  Ministry’s  requirements.  As  a result  of  our  testing  operations 
this  condition  was  waived  so  far  as  this  authority  is  concerned.  The 
Council’s  Refuse  Tip  was  treated  by  the  prebait  system  on  six  occasions 
and  gassing  and  trapping  were  carried  out  on  two  other  occasions.  These 
operations  were  successful  in  so  far  as  they  resulted  in  bringing  the  Tip 
down  from  the  category  of  a “ Reservoir  ’ ’ infestation  to  its  present 
classification  of  a “Minor”  infestation. 

The  result  of  the  Scheme  has  made  it  quite  clear  that  regular  and 
systematic  survey  and  inspection  is  necessary  in  order  to  maintain  a 
reasonable  minimum  rat  population.  A much  greater  measure  of  co- 
operation from  the  public  has  been  forthcoming  since  the  inauguration 
of  the  Scheme,  but  complaints  on  their  own  can  never  be  relied  upon 
as  an  indication  of  the  extent  of  infestation  prevalent  in  any  one  district. 
It  is  therefore  gratifying  to  learn  that  the  Ministry  propose  to  extend  their 
grant-aid  to  local  authorities  in  order  that  adequate  rodent  staff  may 
be  maintained. 

Summary  of  Private  Dwelling  House  Scheme  ended  31st  December,  1947 


Inspections. 

Private  Premises 

4897 

Business  Premises 

496 

Waste  Land,  etc. 

24 

5417 

Rat  Infestations  Treated 

Private  Premises 

1375 

Business  Premises  . . . 

76 

Waste  Land,  etc. 

9 

1460 

Reservoir 



Major 

Minor 

57 

1403 

1460 

Estimated  Kill 

. . . 10854 

Rat  Carcases  recovered 

3372 

12 


Mouse  Infestations  Treated. 


Private  Premises 

134 

Business  Premises  . . . 

4 

138 

Major  

1 

Minor  

137 

138 

Mouse  carcases  recovered 

545 

Complaints  Received 

Rats  ...  ...  ... 

252 

Mice  

13 

265 

Total  of  premises  visited 

5417 

Summary  of  Bait  Points  and  Poison  Bait  Used 

Bait  Points 

10337 

Poison  Points  . . . 

7093 

Bait  Used — Poisoned 

Ozs.  Take  of 

Poison  Bait 

Sausage  Rusk/Zinc  Phosphide 

5525 

2584 

Sausage  Rusk/Red  Squill 

3827 

3276 

Soaked  Wheat/ Arsenic 

1248 

474 

Sugarmeal/ Arsenic 

2493 

614 

Sugar  meal/ A.  N.T.U.  ... 

39 

28 

Breadmash/Zinc  Phosphide  ... 

66 

33 

Rolled  Oats/Zinc  Phosphide  ... 

78 

42 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

(i)  (a)  Council  Houses  infested  ...  ...  13 

disinfested  ...  ...  13 

(b)  Private  Houses  infested  ...  ...  7 

disinfested  ...  ...  7 

(c)  Requisitioned  Properties  infested  ...  23 

disinfested  23 


Methods  Employed. 

Proprietary  brands  of  insectides  incorporating  approximately  5% 
D.D.T.  in  a kerosene  base  were  employed.  The  insectide  was  sprayed 
behind  picture  rails,  architraves,  skirting  boards  and  other  fittings  by 
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the  use  of  a needle  jet,  and  then  the  whole  wall  surface  was  sprayed  with 
the  normal  spreading  jet.  Where  redecoration  was  necessary  spraying 
was  carried  out  after  redecoration  in  order  to  obtain  the  maximum  benefit 
from  the  residual  deposit  of  D.D.T. 

GENERAL  INFESTATION  CONTROL 

During  the  year  all  the  well-known  proprietary  brands  of  insectides 
incorporated  D.D.T.  in  their  products.  This  heralded  a definite  advance 
in  infestation  control,  and  results  amply  demonstrated  this  fact. 

10%  D.D.T.  Powder  Insectides  proved  most  successful  in  the  control 
of  insects  generally.  One  particularly  troublesome  infestation  of  cock- 
roaches which  had  persisted  over  a period  and  had  failed  to  respond  to 
all  treatment  was  effectively  dealt  with  by  the  use  of  this  powder.  The 
occupier,  who  was  most  sceptical  as  to  the  success  of  the  operation  at 
the  time  of  the  treament,  still  continues  to  report  the  premises  clear  of 
any  infestation. 

D.D.T.  is  also  included  in  the  preparation  of  Malariol  to  the  extent 
of  5%.  More  effective  mosquito  control  is  therefore  to  be  expected. 

During  the  year  the  department  dealt  with  six  wasps'  nests,  two 
hornets'  nests  and  one  bees'  nest.  A liquid  insectide  was  first  of  all  used 
to  clear  the  way  for  treatment  with  Potassium  Cyanide. 


THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Ninety- three  Premises  are  on  the  register,  viz. 

Garages  and  motor  repairers 
Engineers  other  than  the  above 
Bakehouses 
Builders 

Sand,  Gravel  and  similar  trades 
Tailors,  Dressmakers,  Milliners,  etc. 
Miscellaneous  trades 


20 

24 

8 

10 

5 

7 

19 

93 


Premises 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  ... 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (includ- 
ing works  of  building  and  engin- 
eering construction  but  not  includ- 
ing outworkers'  premises) 

Total 


Written 
Inspections  Notices 
12  6 

3 1 


15 


7 


Occupiers 

Prosecuted 


14 


Defects  Found. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
insufficient 

unsuitable  or  defective 
not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences 

(Not  including  offences  relating 
to  Home  Work  or  offences  under 
the  Sections  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  (Factories  and  Work- 
shops Transfer  of  Powers)  Or- 
der, 1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the  Factories 
Act,  1937) . 

Total 
SCHOOLS 

There  are  seven  elementary,  one  secondary  and  three  private  schools. 
All  these  schools  are  served  with  the  South  West  Suburban  Water  Com- 
pany’s main  supply. 

With  the  exception  of  the  two  elementary  schools  at  Thorpe  and 
Christchurch  Road,  Virginia  Water,  all  are  connected  to  the  main  drain- 
age. In  these  two  former  instances  main  drainage  facilities  have  not 
yet  been  provided. 

In  all  cases  connections  to  the  main  drainage  system  were  made  by 
utilising  the  old  convenience  buildings  for  the  purpose,  and,  therefore, 
whilst  on  main  drainage,  the  arrangements  are  not  satisfactory  as  the 
conveniences  at  the  elementary  schools  are  in  some  remote  corner  of  the 
playground — common  planning  in  pre-main  drainage  days.  This  is  not 
only  undesirable  from  the  scholars’  point  of  view,  but  in  times  of  severe 
frost  contributes  to  considerable  difficulties  in  the  way  of  ' ' freeze-ups  ’ ’ 
by  reason  of  the  exposed  and  unprotected  positions  of  these  conveniences. 

Station  Road  Schools. 

During  the  severe  frost  early  in  the  year  the  conveniences  at  these 
schools  were  without  water  supply  for  a considerable  period,  and  the  bad 


Number  of  Defects 


Found  Remedied 


Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 


defects  in 
respect  of 
which  prose- 
cutions were 
instituted 


1 

6 


1 

6 


7 
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arrangement  of  the  service  pipe  rendered  adequate  protection  impossible. 
An  employee  of  this  Council  periodically  handflushed  all  conveniences 
throughout  each  day  and  the  County  Council  agreed  to  reimburse  this 
Council  the  cost  of  his  services. 

With  the  future  use  of  the  old  schools  uncertain,  any  structural 
alterations  are  not  to  be  expected.  The  service  piping  to  the  conveniences 
has  been  re-planned  and  re-laid  to  proper  design.  The  pipes  have  also 
been  protected.  Alterations  have  been  carried  out  to  the  structure  to 
provide  additional  protection.  It  is  hoped  that  these  works  will  obviate 
any  trouble  on  the  scale  experienced  during  the  late  winter. 

The  surface  water  drainage  system  serving  the  playgrounds  at  the 
Station  Road  Schools  is  also  unsatisfactory.  Considerable  flooding  takes 
place  during  heavy  rain,  and  this  is  particularly  bad  in  the  Boys'  Depart- 
ment. I have  approached  the  Chief  Education  Offlcer  on  this  point. 

Englefield  Green  Schools. 

Difficulties  were  again  experienced  during  the  severe  " freeze-up,” 
but  not  on  the  same  scale  as  the  former  case.  The  sanitary  arrangements 
are  on  the  old  trough  system,  and  this  has  worked  fairly  satisfactorily, 
although  a new  arrangement  is  desirable. 

During  the  year  the  old  trough  system  serving  the  Primary  Depart- 
ment was  converted  to  individual  pedestal  washdown  basins,  and  this 
has  been  a great  improvement.  In  this  case  the  old  system  had  become 
defective  and  was  giving  rise  to  trouble 

Egham  Hythe  Schools. 

The  old  Church  Hall,  which  was  used  during  the  war  as  the  First 
Aid  Point,  is  now'  being  used  for  Canteen  purposes,  and  to  house  one 
class  of  boys.  In  view  of  the  shortage  of  accommodation  its  use  as  a 
Canteen  might  have  to  be  accepted,  but  its  full-time  use  is  most  un- 
desirable. The  building  generally  is  dilapidated,  there  is  inadequate 
ventilation  (few  of  the  windows  can  be  opened)  and  the  sanitary  accom- 
modation consists  of  an  old  dilapidated  wooden  structure,  the  urinal 
accommodation  of  which  is  particularly  offensive.  I feel  the  Education 
Authority  should  do  the  utmost  to  secure  alternative  accommodation.  A 
prefabricated  hut  on  some  adjoining  site  would  be  a great  improvement. 

The  cracked  and  defective  channels  to  the  urinal  accommodation  in 
the  Boys'  Department  of  the  main  school  v/ere  renewed  during  the  year, 
and  these  conveniences  are  now  in  a much  more  satisfactory  condition. 

St.  Anne’s  Heath  Schools. 

Apart  from  the  regular  “ freeze-up  ''  during  the  winter  months  the 
sanitary  arrangements  are  satisfactory.  The  conveniences  are  connected 
to  main  drainage,  but  the  sink  drainage  is  connected  to  a soakaway 
which  functions  satisfactorily. 

The  conveniences  were  without  a water  supply  for  several  weeks 
during  the  severe  weather  of  the  early  winter,  and  a reasonable  standard 
of  cleanliness  was  difficult  to  maintain. 
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Thorpe  Schools. 

These  schools  are  served  with  pail  closet  and  urinal  accommodation. 
The  latter  is  connected  to  a soakaway.  These  primitive  arrangements 
are  well  maintained,  and  the  closets  are  emptied  twice  weekly  by  this 
Council's  conveyance.  Main  drainage  is  awaited. 

Christchurch  School. 

This  school  is  served  by  pail  closets.  These  are  emptied  by  a part- 
time  employee  and  disposed  of  on  land  at  the  rear  of  the  school.  This 
is  not  a satisfactory  arrangement  and  as  I now  understand  the  school  is 
to  continue  in  existence  the  question  of  draining  these  closets  to  a cesspool 
should  be  considered. 

The  new  canteen,  which  also  affords  additional  classroom  accommo- 
dation, is  now  in  operation.  The  drainage  from  this  canteen  discharges 
into  a cesspool  in  the  vicinity  of  the  conveniences,  but  unfortunately 
when  this  was  constructed  provision  was  not  made  for  it  to  receive  any 
additional  load.  The  approximate  capacity  of  this  cesspool  is  only  800 
gallons  and  is  barely  sufficient  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  canteen. 

It  is  impracticable  to  connect  the  premises  to  the  Council’s  sewer. 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 


Milk  su 

pplied  1947 

Per  Cent  on 

On  Roll  Milk  Roll 

Grade 

Milk  Roll 

Egham  Boys 

198 

172 

Pasteurised 

86.9 

Girls 

176 

166 

Pasteurised 

94.3 

Infants 

136 

136 

Pasteurised 

100.0 

Englefield  Green  Boys) 

348 

282 

Pasteurised 

81.0 

Girls) 

Infants 

115 

113 

Pasteurised 

98.3 

Egham  Hythe  Boys 

308 

290 

Pasteurised 

94.2 

Girls 

272 

264 

Pasteurised 

97.1 

Infants 

235 

235 

Pasteurised 

100.0 

St.  Ann's  Heath 

173 

138 

Pasteurised 

79.8 

Christchurch 

83 

83  Tuberculin  Tested  100.0 

Thorpe 

75 

56 

Pasteurised 

74.7 

St.  Cuthbert's  R.C. 

71 

68 

Pasteurised 

95.8 

2190 

2003 

91.5% 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Three  hundred  and  seventeen  children  completed  their  course  of 
immunisation  during  the  year  as  follows  : — 

Inoculated  A.P.T. 

(2  injections) 

Elementary  Schools  ...  60 

Under  fives  257 


Total  317 


In  addition  671  children,  previously  immunised,  received  boosting 
doses. 


SITES  FOR  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

There  are  two  licensed  sites  within  the  district  : 

(a)  Anglers  Rest  Hotel  Site. 

This  is  a well-maintained  site  and  the  type  of  moveable  dwelling  on 
the  site  is  above  the  average.  The  site  is  served  by  two  blocks  of  sanitary 
conveniences,  one  block  for  males  and  one  block  for  females,  and  these 
are  connected  to  main  drainage.  Main  water  supply  is  laid  on.  The 
maximum  number  of  dwellings  permitted  on  the  site  at  any  one  time  is 
50.  The  majority  of  moveable  dwellings  on  this  site  are  used  for  week- 
end purposes.  Bins  are  provided  and  regular  collection  of  refuse  is 
carried  out  by  the  Council. 

(b)  Fishing  Temple,  Chertsey  Lane. 

This  site  is  also  well-maintained  and  houses  modern  caravans  of  the 
motor-drawn  trailer  type.  Most  of  the  caravans  are  provided  with  their 
own  Elsan  sanitation  although  sanitary  accommodation  connected  to  a 
cesspool  is  available  for  those  who  prefer  to  use  it.  Main  water  supply 
is  provided  on  the)  site.  Bins  are  also  provided  and  regular  collection 
is  undertaken  by  the  Council. 

The  majority  of  the  dwellings  are  used  for  week-end  purposes,  but 
a few  are  used  for  regular  occupation. 

Licenses  to  station  and  use  moveable  dwellings  within  the  Urban 
District  have  been  granted  to  owners  in  respect  of  twenty-eight  moveable 
dwellings.  These  dwellings  are  used  for  full-time  occupation  as  a direct 
result  of  the  housing  shortage.  Satisfactory  provision  has  been  made  in 
connection  with  water  supply  and  sanitary  arrangements. 
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SECTION  D 

HOUSING 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  369 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  930 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu- 
lations, 1925  — 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 
ferred to  under  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 

in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  369 


2. 


Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1935  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  1 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : 
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(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  — 

4.  Progress  in  Housing. 

(1)  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

(a)  by  the  local  authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  110 

(b)  by  private  enterprise  40 

(2)  Houses  in  course  of  construction  at  the  end  of  the 
year  : 

(a)  by  the  local  authority  124 

(b)  by  private  enterprise  29 

In  addition  90  sites  were  prepared  during  the  year  in 
readiness  for  the  erection  of  90  prefabricated  bungalows. 

5.  Applications  for  Accommodation. 

There  were  1225  outstanding  applications  for  Council  houses  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 


SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Ice  Cream. 

Much  attention  was  devoted  to  the  production  and  sale  of  ice-cream. 
Regular  inspections  were  made  and  seventy-nine  samples  were  collected 
during  the  course  of  those  inspections.  The  results  are  summarised  as 
under  : — 

(a)  Methylene  Blue  Test  : 

Grade  1 Grade  2 Grade  3 Grade  4 

31  7 12  29 

(b)  Bacterial  Count  : 

Satisfactory  (under  300,000  ... 

Unsatisfactory  (over  300,000) 

(c)  Coliform  Test  : 

Satisfactory  (B.  Coli  absent  or  present  in 
1/10  only) 

Unsatisfactory  (B.  Coli  present  in  1/100)  ... 

These  results  may  be  regarded,  at  first  sight,  as  unsatisfactory;  but 
it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  concentration  of  sampling  centres  on 
those  retailers  whose  products  are  under  suspicion,  whilst  those  regarded 
as  reliable  receive  somewhat  less  attention.  Four  retailers  gave  continued 
cause  for  anxiety,  and  three  of  these  obtained  their  supplies  from  manu- 
facturers in  other  areas.  In  one  of  these  latter  cases  great  improve- 
ment was  effected  after  contact  with  the  appropriate  authority;  in  another 
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the  source  of  supply  has  been  discontinued  and  the  retailer  has  installed 
modern  well-planned  producer’s  equipment  at  great  expense;  and  close 
observations  will  be  carried  out  relative  to  the  remaining  case.  So  far 
as  the  unsatisfactory  supply  produced  within  the  district  was  concerned, 
extensive  investigations  were  carried  out,  and  the  whole  process  of 
production  appeared  satisfactory  until  it  was  revealed  that  cloths  were 
used  for  wiping  purposes  after  sterilisation.  After  the  elimination  of  this 
procedure  the  bacterial  count  dropped  from  its  previously  high  counts 
to  an  exceptionally  low  one.  The  matter  could  not  be  checked  further 
as  a result  of  the  close  season. 

Another  factor  which  must  be  taken  into  account  is  the  unreliable 
nature  of  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  itself  from  which  results  the  ice  cream 
is  graded  into  the  four  grades  mentioned  above.  Factors  affecting  this 
list  are  the  variable  composition  of  ice  cream,  its  variable  fat  content, 
the  use  of  dried  milk,  the  use  of  thickeners  and  emulsifiers,  and  the 
quantity  of  vanilla  used. 

Too  much  emphasis  must  not  therefore  be  placed  on  these  results, 
but  attention  must  rather  be  focused  on  the  enforcement  of  the  Heat 
Treatment  Regulations,  and  on  the  securing  of  scrupulous  cleanliness  in 
all  the  aspects  of  production  and  handling. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  inspection  of  farms,  cowsheds  and  dairies  has  continued,  and 
the  standard  of  cleanliness  noted  has,  in  the  main,  been  very  satisfactory. 

One  farm  which  has  in  the  past  given  cause  for  some  concern,  but 
from  which  samples  of  milk  have  consistently  been  of  a high  standard, 
has  continued  to  show  improvement.  The  question  of  the  condition  of 
the  yard  was  taken  up  informally  and  the  necessary  material  is  now  on 
the  site  for  the  concreting  of  the  whole  area  of  the  yard.  A great  im- 
provement will  then  be  effected. 

Thirty-six  samples  of  milk  were  collected  and  sent  for  analysis  and 


the  results  over  the  year  were  very  satisfactory. 

Licences. 

The  following  licences  were  granted  : — 

Dealer’s  Licence  to  bottle  and  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  2 

Dealer’s  Licence  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dealer’s  Licence  to  sell  Accredited  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dealer’s  Licence  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Supplementary  Licence  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  4 

Supplementary  Licence  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  4 

Meat  Inspection. 


Apart  from  an  occasional  “ cottager’s  pig  ” killed  under  permit  from 
the  Ministry  of  Food,  no  slaughtering  takes  place  within  the  Urban 
District,  meat  being  supplied  from  Government  controlled  slaughter- 
houses in  adjoining  districts.  Inspections  were  made  and  certificates 
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given  in  respect  of  meat  at  various  butchers’  shops  which  was  unfit  for 
human  consumption.  Two  such  cases  are  worthy  of  special  note  : 

During  the,  very  hot  weather  an  unusual  amount  of  trouble  arose 
over  meat,  delivered  to  the  butchers  from  the  controlled  slaughtering 
establishments,  which  was  already  in  a fly-blown  and  even  maggotty 
condition.  Following  a particularly  bad  case  a strong  complaint  was 
made  to  the  authorities  concerned  and  two  officials  of  the  Ministry  of 
Food  subsequently  visited  Egham  to  discuss  the  problem.  It  appeared 
that  similar  trouble  had  arisen  in  other  districts,  but  that  owing  to  in- 
numerable present  day  difficulties  over  such  things  as  buildings,  vehicles, 
labour  and  muslin  covers,  little  more  could  be  done  to  improve  what 
were  admittedly  unsatisfactory  conditions.  With  the  advent  of  cooler 
weather  complaints  of  this  nature  ceased. 

The  whole  of  a butcher’s  stock  of  meat  was  badly  affected  by  a 
high  concentration  of  sulphur  dioxide  released  in  a refrigerator  when  a 
valve  in  the  mechanism  failed  one  week-end.  All  surfaces  of  the  meat 
had  been  affected  and  the  gas  appeared  to  have  penetrated  for  varying 
depths  up  to  a;  maximum  of  about  half  an  inch.  It  was  felt  that  if  the 
whole  stock  of  meat  could  be  transferred  to  a meat  processing  factory 
much  more  could  be  salvaged  than  would  otherwise  be  possible,  but  all 
efforts  to  arrange  this  through  the  Ministry  of  Food  were  unsuccessful 
and  eventually  the  meat  was  jointed  and  trimmed.  A total  weight  of 
227  lbs.  beef  and  156  lbs.  of  mutton  had  to  be  condemned. 


Food  Inspection. 

During  the  year  the  food  inspection  of  the  area  has  been  main- 
tained, and  the  following  foods  have  been  condemned  : — 


Bacon 

Bacon,  canned 
Beverages  ... 

Biscuits 

Brocolli,  Italian  ... 
Butter 

Cake  preparations 

Cereals 

Cheese 

Confectionery 

Eggs  

Egg,  dried  

Essences  and  Flavourings 

Fish  

Fish,  canned 
Flour,  self  raising 
Flour,  soya 
Fruit 

Fruit,  canned 
Fruit,  dried 
Gravy  Salt 
Liver,  bovine 


51  lbs. 

9 tins. 

794  tins 
m lbs. 

180. 

65f  lbs. 

29  lbs. 

934  lbs. 

i lb. 

3 lbs. 

37. 

1 packet. 

20  bottles  and  7 tins. 
86  stone,  11  lbs. 

528  tins. 

6 lbs. 

32  lbs. 

132  lbs. 

33  tins. 

106  lbs. 

128  packets. 

204  lbs. 
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Macaroni  with  Cheese  ... 

Margarine 

Meat,  cooked,  and  Meat  preparations 
Meat,  English 
Meat,  Imported  ... 

Milk,  condensed  and  evaporated 
Pickles 

Pig’s  head  

Pig’s  liver 
Poultry 
Preserves  ... 

Puddings,  various 
Sausages  and  Sausage  Meat 
Soup 

Soup  powder 
Spaghetti  ... 

Sugar 

T 

JL  V'Ct  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Tomato  Juice 
Vegetables 
Vegetables,  canned 
Yeast  Spread 


3 tins. 

29  J lbs. 

226  tins  and  1J  lbs. 
502  lbs.  9^  lbs. 

20.6  lbs.  13  ozs. 

324  tins. 

8 jars. 

1. 

1. 

15  birds. 

39  tins  and  23  jars. 
3 tins. 

43  lbs. 

41  tins. 

7 tins. 

3 tins. 

894  lbs. 

3^  lbs. 

3 tins. 

6 lbs. 

249  tins. 

2 jars. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 


Articles 

Analysed 

Adulterated 
or  Irregular 

Prose- 

cutions 

Frml.  Infrml.  Total 

Frml.  Infrml.  Total 

Milk 

46  14  60 

4 2 

6 — 

Drugs  — 4 4 

Egg  Substitute 



— — 

Powder 

— 1 1 

— 1 

1 — 

Gelatine 

— 1 1 

— — 

— — 

Totals  : 

46  20  66 

4 3 

7 — 

Con- 

victions 


SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 


During  the  period  of  the  floods,  though  there  were  medical  emergen- 
cies, it  is  surprising  how  most  of  the  chronic  sick  got  through  this  period 
with  comparative  freedom  from  their  complaints,  only  relapsing  again 
when  the  stress  was  over.  For  a brief  period  the  stark  realities  of  nature 
compelled  them  to  forget  their  own  troubles,  and  to  devote  themselves 
to  thoughts  and  means  of  personal  survival. 

It  is  time  to  say,  that  in  our,  present  day,  the  basis  of  most  illness 
is  psychological.  YVhen  a day  comes  in  which  we  can  more  comfortably 
and  conveniently  adapt  ourselves  to  the  stress  and  strain  of  our  immedi- 
ate and  prospective  circumstances,  our  minor  maladies,  and  for  that 
matter  most  of  our  major  ones,  will  cease  to  trouble  us. 
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Influenza. 

A very  mild  outbreak. 

Pneumonia. 

18  cases  were  notified  and  4 were  treated  in  Hospital.  4 males  died 
— ages  27,  44,  49  and  82.  2 females  died — 85  and  92  years.  7 malec 

and  9 females  also  died  of  inflammation  of  the  lung. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Of  the  29  cases  recorded,  five  were  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Diphtheria. 

4 cases.  3 were  adults — 23,  20  and  40  years  old — the  first  severe, 
the  other  2 mild  cases,  and  none  had  been  immunised.  The  fourth  case 
was  in  an  immunised  child  of  11  years,  and  the  disease  was  mild. 


Measles. 

222  cases  were  reported.  We  have  not  had  so  extensive  an  epidemic 
for  5 years.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough. 

85  cases.  This  is  three  times  the  average  number  of  cases  in  the 
previous  5 years. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

2 cases  in  September  and  November.  The  first  in  a girl,  4 years 
old,  was  fatal  in  48  hours.  The  other,  a girl  of  3,  was  mild  and  she 
recovered.  The  district  was  fortunate  in  only  having  2 cases  considering 
the  severity  and  extent  of  the  epidemic  in  the  whole  country. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

1 case,  a boy  of  16,  treated  in  Hospital.  The  source  of  infection 
was  not  traced,  and  there  were  no  other  cases. 

Chicken  Pox,  Mumps  and  German  Measles. 

Only  a moderate  number  of  cases. 

Erysipelas. 

2 cases. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  were  31  cases.  16  of  these  were  transfers  into  the  district 
and  15  new  cases  in  the  district.  The  figures  still  remain  at  the  high 
level  of  the  past  7 years.  Two  males  (49  and  52  years),  and  one  female 
(41  years)  died  in  the  district.  Four  males  (26,  58,  62,  81  years  old) 
died  outside  this  district  to  which  they  belonged. 
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NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1947 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non -Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non -Respiratory 

Age  Periods 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0— 

1— 

5— 

15— 

— 

3 

— 1 

— 

— 

— — 

25— 

1 

1 

— — 

1 

— 

— — 

35— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

1 

— — 

45— 

4 

— 

— 1 

2 

— 

— — 

55— 

2 

1 

— — 

2 

— 

— — 

65  and  upwards 

1 

— 

— — 

1 

— 

— — 

Totals 

8 

5 

— 2 

6 

1 



PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 

REGULATIONS,  1925 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  62  of  the  Public 
Health  x\ct,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Disinfection. 

The  rooms  of  27  houses  were  sprayed  or  fumigated. 

Cancer. 

Fifty-five  cases  died  from  cancer  during  the  year — 27  males  and  28 
females. 


The  age  incidence  of  these  55  cases  is  as  follows  : — 


0-10  11-20 

21-30  31-40  41-50 

51-60  61-70 

71-80  81-90 

Males 

1 — 

— — 1 

3 10 

7 5 

Females 

— — 

— 1 4 

6 9 

7 1 

The  place  incidence 

as  regards  Wards  is  as  follows  : — 
Egham  Englefield  Virginia 

Egham 

Hythe  Green 

Water 

Thorpe 

Males 

4 

8 4 

7 

4 

Females 

10 

5 5 

5 

3 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Total  cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Disease 

notified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Smallpox  

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

29 

5 

— 

Diphtheria  

4 

4 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (inch  Paratyphoid) 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

18 

4 

8 

Erysipelas  

2 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  notifiable  locally 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

Continued  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polio-encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

2 

1 

Malaria  Induced 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

85 

— 

— 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ... 

222 

1 

— 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE.  The  numbers  of  cases 


during  the  past  five  years  are  as  follows  : — 


1943 

Smallpox  ...  ...  ...  — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  80 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  1 

Erysipelas  4 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  — 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  — 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ...  — 


Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)  20 
Tuberculosis  (non-Pulmonary)  6 
Measles  ...  ...  ...  71 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  45 

Ophthalmic  Neonatorum  ...  — 

Malaria  ...  ...  ...  — 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  20 

Dysentery  3 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ...  — 

Continued  Fever  ...  ...  — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  1 

Acute  Polio-encephalitis  ...  — 
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1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

23 

9 

34 

29 

3 

2 

— 

4 

6 

5 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

- — 

1 

— 

z 

3 

1 

23 

30 

20 

27 

6 

3 

14 

4 

108 

181 

18 

222 

48 

31 

11 

85 

z 

1 

z 

12 

9 

10 

18 

10 

7 

i 

— 

— 

1 

i 

2 

239 

283 

112 

394 

394 
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OT 

k. 

sd 

c 

nr 

<u 
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«4-i 

* 35 

w 

cd 
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Cd 
to 

< 

£d 

CO 

*— M 

Q 

co 

D 

O 

H 

O 

Cd 

Du 

g 

Cd 

J 

QQ 

< 

tZ 

H 

O 
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Whooping 

Cough 

co 

49 

CO 

CO 

85 

Scarlet 

Fever 

CO 

CO 

to 

- 

29 

Non  Pul. 
T.B. 

- 

- 

1 

CM 

1 

Pul. 

T.  B. 

- 

CM 

VO 

iO 

CO 

27 

Acute 

Anterior 

Polio- 

myelitis 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

(N 

.2 

*3 

o 

£ 

3 

V 

to 

VO 

CM 

— 

co 

CL 

Measles 

5 

69 

72 

24 

VO 

222 

C/5 

Jg 

#Q. 

>> 

*- 

u 

CM 

1 

i 

i 

1 

CM 

Enteric 

Fever 

1 1 1 1 - 

- 

.2 

*C 

o> 

1 

j3 

*-» 

_C 

a 

Q 

CM 

1 

CM 

i 

WARDS 

TOWN 

EGHAM  HYTHE 

ENGLEFIELD  GREEN 

VIRGINIA  WATER  ... 

THORPE 

Totals 

ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  CASES  DURING  1947  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS 
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PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 

The  maternity  service  cares  for  the  infants,  school  children  attend 
the  Eye  Clinic  in  the  Drill  Hall,  Kings  Road,  Egham,  and  the  adults 
can  also  attend  this  clinic  by  arrangement. 

The  larger  factories  cater  for  the  treatment  of  their  own  employees 
through  their  own  First  Aid  Posts. 

Visitors  call  on  the  blind  from  time  to  time. 


